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Senior Executive Officer,  
Material Alterations - Draft Carlow County Development Plan 2022-2028,  
Planning Department,  
Carlow County Council,  
Athy Road,  
Carlow 
 
By email to: carlowcdp@carlowcoco.ie 
 
23rd March 2022  
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
Re: Proposed Amendments to Carlow Draft County Development Plan 2022-2028, Material 
Amendments No. 51 & 52 
 

Thank you for providing an opportunity to consult on the above matter.  This submission is made on 
behalf of FuturEnergy Ireland.    
  
FuturEnergy Ireland (FEI) is a new joint venture company owned on a 50:50 basis by Coillte and ESB. 
This collaboration combines the State’s strongest assets and expertise in onshore renewable energy 
development on behalf of the people of Ireland.  We are one of the largest dedicated developers of 
onshore wind in Ireland and our mission is to maximise the potential of our national resources and 
accelerate Ireland’s transformation to a low carbon energy economy.   
 
Our previous submission on the Draft Plan was made under Coillte Renewable Energy (your ref. CLW-
C10-26, copied in Appendix 2).  As stated in our previous submission, we have significant concerns 
with the Draft Plan and its limited support for onshore wind development and the associated impacts 
of the Plan on achieving national renewable targets.   
 
In this regard, the development of viable onshore wind sites in the County is largely curtailed by policy 
WE.P4.  This states that wind farm development will not normally be permissible in ‘Uplands’ in the 
county 1 .  However, all available sites, which emerged from the Council’s own wind opportunity 
mapping exercise, are in Upland areas 2 .  WE.P4 also eliminates all ‘preferred’ and ‘Open to 
Consideration’ sites that are identified in the current Plan.   
 
In this regard, in the Draft Plan’s own analysis, WE.P4 eliminates all (18.3MW) wind potential in 
‘available areas’ of the County in the south and southeast.  A simple overlay of the ‘available area’ in 
the southeast and the Open to Consideration areas in the current Plan, shows that the Open to 
Consideration lands in this area have been eliminated (see illustrations in Appendix 1).  We believe 
this a clear retrograde step in facilitating onshore wind in the County under the Draft Plan.     
 
We further note from the analysis in the Draft Plan that apart from the existing fleet and the permitted 
yet unconstructed fleet, potential development in the lowlands and potential for repowering are the 
key elements of the strategy to facilitate new onshore wind development.  However, it appears to us 
that this potential resource was already a feature of the current Plan.  The elimination of the Open to 

 
1 This provision does not apply to micro energy generation and community energy projects. 
2 Figure 6.3 and Figure 6.4 of the Draft Plan.  Also see Appendix 2 of Coillte submission which shows these figures side by 

side. 
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Consideration lands under policy WE.P4 however, is an overall backward step under the new Plan for 
onshore wind.    
 
Our suggestion (in our previous submission) was to temper WE.P4 policy to allow a consideration of 
landscape and visual matters at a site specific level in these areas.  This was rejected outright in the 
CE report, which said that the landscape, topography and solar energy resource of the County makes 
solar development a sensible strategy3.  National policy in the Climate Action Plan 2021 however 
dictates that a balance of technology solutions is required to meet national targets.  Each County must 
therefore strive to facilitate all types of renewables, where possible, but always subject to the 
principles of proper planning and sustainable development. 
 
We believe that the retrograde step now proposed in the Draft Plan is contrary to obligations of the 
Council under the recent Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021, 
Section 17.  This states: 
 

(1) A relevant body shall, in so far as practicable, perform its functions in a manner consistent with 
–  
(a) the most recent approved climate action plan,  
(b) the most recent approved national long term climate action strategy,  
(c) the most recent approved national adaptation framework and approved sectoral 
adaptation plans, 
(d) the furtherance of the national climate objective, and  
(e) the objective of mitigation greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to the effects of climate 
change in the State.” 

 
Carlow County Council is a ‘relevant body4’ and while the Climate Action Plan does not set out a 
specific breakdown in terms of the contribution of individual local authorities to each of the renewable 
technology targets, it does set out an ambition to almost double the amount of onshore wind 
deployed nationally.  As outlined above we believe the Draft Plan, as it relates to onshore wind, is less 
ambitious than its predecessor and as such cannot be described as consistent with the most recent 
Climate Action Plan.  For this reason, we believe the Draft Plan as proposed would be in breach of this 
Act, should it be adopted. 
 
We therefore respectfully request the Council to reconsider its position in relation to onshore wind 
prior to making and adopting the new Plan.   
 
It is critical that we increase our renewable energy fleet and remove fossil fuels from our society.  
Onshore wind is essential to meeting targets in our Climate Action Plan 2021 as well as our interim 
national targets between now and 2030.  In light of the ongoing Ukrainian conflict, security of supply 
considerations are arguably more important than ever before, and highlight the important role 
onshore wind can play in leveraging Ireland’s uniquely strong wind resource. 
 
We thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed material amendments through 
the current consultation process. We would be happy to participate in any further engagement on this 

 
3 CE report, Volume 1, Section 3.7, Response to CLW-C10-26 
4 “Relevant body” is defined in the Principal Act (Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015) as a “prescribed 

body” and a “public body” both of which are in turn defined in the Freedom of Information Act 2014, and Freedom of 

Information Act 1997.  The 1997 Act specifically includes local authorities (1st Schedule Part 3). 
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matter, including to discuss any aspect of our response, or to clarify any matters arising, should that 
be of assistance.   
  
Yours sincerely,  
  
[sent by email]  
  
 

Sinéad O’Malley  
Planning Manager  
FuturEnergy Ireland  
Email: Sinead.omalley@futurenergyireland.ie  
  

mailto:Sinead.omalley@futurenergyireland.ie
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Appendix 1:  Current Wind Energy Strategy Map overlaid with the ‘Available Area’ (Light Blue 
polygon) in the Southeast of the County only.  Available area is extracted from Figure 6.3 of the Draft 
Plan.   
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Appendix 2: Coillte RE Submission on the Draft Carlow Development Plan  

 
  



 

Directors: Barry Gavin (Chair), Henry Bouchier, David Feeney, David McNamara,    futurenergyireland.ie 
Gerard Murphy, William Stanley, William Young. Company Registration Number: 683948  
 

 

 
 

FuturEnergy Ireland  

Development DAC  

 
  



 

Directors: Barry Gavin (Chair), Henry Bouchier, David Feeney, David McNamara,    futurenergyireland.ie 
Gerard Murphy, William Stanley, William Young. Company Registration Number: 683948  
 

 

 
 

FuturEnergy Ireland  

Development DAC  

 
  



 

Directors: Barry Gavin (Chair), Henry Bouchier, David Feeney, David McNamara,    futurenergyireland.ie 
Gerard Murphy, William Stanley, William Young. Company Registration Number: 683948  
 

 

 
 

FuturEnergy Ireland  

Development DAC  

 
  



 

Directors: Barry Gavin (Chair), Henry Bouchier, David Feeney, David McNamara,    futurenergyireland.ie 
Gerard Murphy, William Stanley, William Young. Company Registration Number: 683948  
 

 

 
 

FuturEnergy Ireland  

Development DAC  

 
  



 

Directors: Barry Gavin (Chair), Henry Bouchier, David Feeney, David McNamara,    futurenergyireland.ie 
Gerard Murphy, William Stanley, William Young. Company Registration Number: 683948  
 

 

 
 

FuturEnergy Ireland  

Development DAC  

 
  



 

Directors: Barry Gavin (Chair), Henry Bouchier, David Feeney, David McNamara,    futurenergyireland.ie 
Gerard Murphy, William Stanley, William Young. Company Registration Number: 683948  
 

 

 
 

FuturEnergy Ireland  

Development DAC  

 
  



 

Directors: Barry Gavin (Chair), Henry Bouchier, David Feeney, David McNamara,    futurenergyireland.ie 
Gerard Murphy, William Stanley, William Young. Company Registration Number: 683948  
 

 

 
 

FuturEnergy Ireland  

Development DAC  
Appendix 2:  Side by side comparison of RES Figure 6.3 and the Landscape Character Map.
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