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CARLOW COUNTY COUNCIL County Buildings

R448 Royal Oak Junction Safety Enhancement Works,
Muinebheag, Carlow

Public Consultation

Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994 as amended by the Public
Transportation Regulation Act, 2009 [Section 46].

June 2025



In accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act, 1994, Carlow County Council is
proposing to upgrade the existing layout at the junction of the R448 (Former National Road)
and the R724 (Royal Oak Road) in County Carlow to carry out Safety Enhancement Works to

improve pedestrian and cycle facilities, including junction modification.
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Existing layout:

The area is located within a suburban environment at the fringe of Bagenalstown. This is a
complicated junction layout serving the R448, R724, L7000 & L71095.

The R448 consists of a wide single-lane carriageway with a central hatched median and hard
shoulders to both sides. There is a right-turning lane incorporated into the median for vehicles
to turn into the R724, Royal Oak Road. The R448 is subject to a speed limit of 100kph. The
southbound hard shoulder on approach to the R724 has been assigned for cyclists use and
recently flexible wands have been installed to prevent vehicle access into the southbound
shoulder to the north-east of the Royal Oak Road junction. The hard shoulder to the south of
the R724 junction is regularly used as a merge lane for motorists who turn left out of the R724
junction. Survey data supplied by Carlow County Council records the AADT of this road at
9,000.

The R724 Royal Oak Road is a single-carriageway road with hard shoulders of varying width.
There is development to both sides of this road including a busy local general store where
regular short-term car parking occurs. There are two local road junction with the R724: the
L71095 to the north and the L7000 to the south. The L71095 is on a Bus Eireann route and
also conveys large vehicles to / from a local distillery. The L7000 to the south serves for access
to a busy aggregates quarry and continues to Goresbridge further south. Survey data supplied
by Carlow County Council records the AADT of this road at 8,000.

Notably, there is a high vehicle collision occurrence at the junction of the R724 (Royal Oak
Road) with the R448 (former National Road), Bagenalstown.



Proposed layout:

The intended works involves the implementation of a number of improvements to the
existing road layout, which include:
e Provision of Transition zone gateways, kerbing and landscaping.
e Improved pedestrian & cycling facilities, including an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing
on the R724.
e Improved delineation (e.g. signs, road markings, etc).
e Accommodation works to the affected properties/businesses.



