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APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING

CONCLUSION STATEMENT

APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING:

Author:

Stage | Appropriate Assessment Screening report prepared by Minogue
Environmental Consulting Ltd and dated 14th January 2025.

STEP 1. Description of the project/proposal and local site characteristics:

Planning file reference

Part 8 Carlow URDF Town Centre

Project Details:

See Section 3.1

Carlow County Council propose the following development:

{1) clearance/removal of the existing public realm including existing roadway
surface finishes and associated structures,

(2) the provision of streetscape upgrades including new roadway finishes,
paving and the creation of new public plazas/spaces,

(3) carriageway realignment works,

{4) amendments to existing junctions including the provision of signalisation at
selected junctions,

(5} traffic calming and pedestrian crossing measures,

(6) provision of new and upgraded pedestrian areas including the provision of a
new pedestrian link crossing Barrack Street connecting Fairgreen Shopping
Centre and Carlow Shopping Centre/Potato Market. To create this new
pedestrian fink across Barrack Street it will be necessary to demolish an existing
wall at the rear of the units formerly known as Nos. 23-24 Barrack Street as
well as the providing a new boundary wall at the northern boundary of the
cleared site, at the boundary of the units formerly known as Nos. 22-23 Barrack
Street

(7) provision of active travel infrastructure including new cycle paths,

(8} amendments to vehicular movements including the provision of one-way
directional traffic along sections of Tullow 5treet and Potato Market,

(9) alterations to street parking including taxi ranks, ambulance parking and
accessible parking spaces,

(10) the provision of street furniture including planters, public seating, public
lighting, CCTV and a new glazed cancpy structure at Potato Market,

(11) provision of public Wi-Fi, and

{12) landscaping works, drainage/attenuation works {including SUDS measures)
and all associated ancillary site works and site service provision

Project location:

at Shamrock Square, Tullow Street, Potato Market, Kennedy Avenue, sections
of Barrack Street and a cleared site (formerly Nos. 23-24) Barrack Street, in the
townland of Carlow, Carlow Town, County Carlow.

Site Characteristics:

See Section 4.

Relevant prescribed bodies
consulted: DHLGH {NPWS),
EPA, OPW etc.

Development Application Unit of the Department of Housing, Heritage and
Local Government.

Response to consultation:

n/a
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STEP 2. Identification of relevant Natura 2000 sites using Source-Pathway-Receptor

model and compilation of information on Qualifying Interests and conservation

objectives.

Code: European Site: Distance from List of Qualifying Interest/Special
proposed Conservation Interest:
development:

(002162) | River Barrow and River Nore SAC | 400m West See NPWS {2016) Site synopsis

(000781) | Staney River Valley SAC 10.6kmE NPWS (2015) Site Synopsis

Code: Connections {Source- Pathway- Receptor): Further

screening:

(002162) | Located within the ZOL. Hydrological impacts considered. Yes

(000781) | No hydrological connection and outside ZOI. No

Relevant Protected site/s
possibly impacted via a SPR
pathway:

River Barrow and River Nore SAC due to proximity to the proposed
development site and connected hydrologically via the Burren River.

Site investigations and
scientific examinations:

A desktop review was carried out for pertinent information — see Section 2.1.1

for list of Sources of Information used.

NBDC records for - S77 included:

- Bxprotected fauna species and 7x hat species.

- 13xinvasive flora species, 3x are listed on the Third Schedule, Regs 49 and
50 81477 of 2011.

The Carlow County Council Development Plan 2022-2028 and ePlan online

planning records were reviewed for in-combination effects.

Site survey visits were completed on 15" September 2024 and 10™ December

2024 - see Section 2.1.2.

- Determine the presence of protected flora or fauna on site.

- Determine the existing habitats

Baseline ecological
conditions

See Section 4.

Habitats: see Section 4.4.4.2 - Figures 4.7 for habitats in and around the
praject.

Flora: no protected species recorded. See Arboriculiural Assessment Report
prepared by Tree-space Ltd and dated 9th January 2025.

Invasive species: None recorded.

Birds: none recorded.

Fauna: No evidence of protected ground dwelling mammals.

Water Quality: Site located within Sub Catchment Barrow_SC_090. Closest
watercourse is the Burren River_SC_060, located 25m south. River Barrow
quality status of Q3 to Q3-4 {Moderate) and “At Risk”. Burren guality status of
Q3 to Q34 (Moderate) and “At Risk”.

Groundwater: The project site is located within the Bagenalstown
Groundwater Body and is currently classified as being of ‘poor’ status and ‘at
risk’ of not meeting the objectives of the WFD. Groundwater vulnerability
within the plan area is ‘High’.

Conservation Objectives
which are relevant to the
development proposal

The conservation ohjectives for the SAC site are to maintain or restore the
favourable conservation condition of the qualifying interests.

The main site vulnerabilities to the SAC impacting upon the site, may be
summarised as agricultural intensification, pollution to surface waters, human
induced changes in hydraulic conditions and erosion.
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Annex | - Habitat:

» None.
Annex I - Species:
¢ None

STEP 3. Assessment of Likely Significant Effects

(a) Identify ali potential direct and indirect impacts that may have an effect on the conservation
objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and scale of the project under the following

headings:

Impacts:

Possible Significance of Impacts:
{duration/magnitude etc.)

Construction phase:

Estimated Timescale: 12 months

Vegetation clearance: See Section 3.2.14 for Tree protection and removal.
Demolition: n/a

Surface water run-off: potential for the project to result in the emission of
surface water runoff from areas of public realm works to receiving surface
waterbodies of the Burren River. See Section 3.2.10.

Wastewater: directed to public sewer network. See Section 3.2.9.

Water quality: a surface water pathway is not identified. In the worst-case
scenario event that contaminated waters enters the groundwater body, it
would not have a significant effect on the River Barrow and River Nore SAC due
to the limited groundwater circulation of this groundwater hody.

Noise & vibration: See Section 3.2.12 for measures to eliminate/reduce noise.
Boundary treatment: n/a

Dust, Air emissions: Dust prevention measures will be put in place for any
particulate pollution. See Section 3.2.11.

Lighting disturbance: Some nighttime works as required.

Impact on groundwater/dewatering: In the worst-case scenario event that
contaminated waters enters the groundwater body, it would not have a
significant effect.

Storage of excavated/construction materials: n/a

Invasive Species: See Section 3.2.13 for measures to reduce the spread of
invasive species.

Protected site potential effects: no loss or destruction of habitat,

fragmentation of habitat, disturbance of habitat and direct reduction in species
density is considered.

Hazardous Materials: n/a

Works within a watercourse or riparian zone: none.
Woarks impacting on Annex | Habitat: n/a.

Works impacting on species: n/a.

Operational Phase:

Changes to water /
groundwater due to
drainage or abstraction: to

See Section 5.3.2 - Table 5-2 Documented Threats and Pressures to River
Barrow and Nore SAC.

Direct emission to air: none.

Direct emission to water: none.

Drinking water: There is no requirement for new watermains as part of the
Development. No alterations to potable water treatment or supply are
proposed as part of this project.

Surface water: will discharge to rain gardens located adjacent to the
carriageway. A porous stone base under the rain garden will allow first-flush
run-off from rainfall events to infiltrate to ground to the maximum extent that

Page3of7




Carlow County Council

Pagedof 7

Environment Department

sub-soil permeabilities allow. An overflow gully located within the rain garden
will discharge to the existing sewers when the level of surface water in the rain
garden reaches a certain level.

Wastewater: n/a

Water quality: no significant risk considered.

Lighting disturbance: n/a

Noise/vibration: noise and vibration pathway is screened out.

Presence of people, vehicles and activities: n/a.

Physical presence of structures (e.g. collision risks): n/a

Potential for accidents or incidents: n/a

Invasive species: n/a

In-combinafion/Other:

In-combination Effects:
The online planning system myplan.ie was consulted for the subject lands and
immediate surrounds — 13x projects identified.
The project will not have the potential to combine with other land use activities
to result in likely significant effects to qualifying habitats or species of the
European sites or other environmental parameters. The project is consistent
with land-use zonings as well as existing environmenta)l protection policies
including in adjacent local authorities that the River Barrow and River Nore
drain, it is concluded that the potential for other plans or project in
combination with the project, does not give rise to significant effects on any
European Sites.

{b) Describe any likely changes to the European site:

* Hahitat reduction:

No expected impact

* Habitat fragmentation:

No expected impact

* Disturbance to Ql species:

No expected impact

* Species fragmentation:

No expected impact

¢ Species density reduction

No expected impact

¢ Species reduction

No expected impact

e Changes in key indicators of conservation status value:

o Water quality:

N¢ expected impact

o Air quality:

No expected impact

o Noise:

No expected impact

= Changes to areas of
sensitivity or threats to Ql

No expected impact

» Interference with the key
relationships that define the
structure or ecological
function of the site

No expected impact

Flood Issues:

See Site-Specific Flood Risk Assessment report prepared by Kilgallen &
Partners Consulting Engineers and dated 8th lanuary 2025.

Screening conclusion:

The report considers that it can be concluded by Carlow County Council that
the project is not likely, alone or in-combination with other plans or projects, to
have a significant effect on any Natura 2000 sites in view of their Conservation
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Objectives and based on best scientific evidence and there is no reasonable
scientific doubt as to that conclusion.

No avoidance or preventative/mitigation measures have been taken into
account in this Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and its conclusions.
Accordingly, a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is not required to be carried out
in relation to the proposed project.

{c) Are ‘mitigation’ measures necessary to reach a conclusion that likely significant effects can be ruled

out at screening?

D Yes E No

Potential adverse impacts on | None identified

site integrity without

mitigation:

Attachments Site-Specific Flood Risk Assessment report prepared by Kilgallen & Partners
Consulting Engineers and dated 8th January 2025.
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) report prepared by
ORS Ltd. and dated 16th January 2025.
Arboricultural Assessment Report prepared by Tree-space Ltd and dated 9
January 2025.

Third-party submissions None

References: Carlow County Council (2022) Carlow County Development Plan 2022-2028. Available at:

https://consult.carlow.ie/en/consultation/carlow-county-development-plan-
2022-2028/chapter/volume-1-written-statement

Catchments.ie 2022 Data page
https://www.catchments.ie/data/#/waterbody/IE SE 1250212007

CIRIA (2001} CIRIA C532 Control of Water Pollution from Construction Sites. Guidance for
consultants and contractors: CIRIA C532. London,

DEHLG {2009) Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for
Planning Authorities. (2nd edition) amended Feb. 2010.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) geoportal mapping tool
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/

European Commission (2002) Assessment of Plans and Projects significantly affecting
Natura 2000 sites, Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3} and
6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EC. Luxembourg: Office for Official
Publications of the European Communities.

European Commission (2018) Managing Natura 2000 sites: The provisions of Article 6 of
"The Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC. {Commission Notice 2018)

European Commission {2021} Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura
2000 Sites - Methadological guidance on Article 6({3) and (4) of the Habitats
Directive 92/43/EC. Available at: hitps.//eur-lex.europa.euflegal-
content/EN/TXT/Puri=CELEX%3A52021XC1028%2802%29

European Commission (2024) Interpretation of definitions of project categories of annex |
and It of the EIA Directive. Publications Office of the European Union. Available
at: https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e7f9c73c-86ba-
1lef-a67d-0laa75ed71al

Fossitt, J.A. (2000) A Guide to Habitats in Ireland. Heritage Council

Geological Survey Ireland. (2023). Geological Survey of Ireland website [ONLINE)
Available at: htip://fwww.gsi.ie.
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Inland Fisheries Ireland (2016) Guidance on Pratection of Fisheries during Construction
Works in and adjacent to Water. Dublin: IFI.

National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) National biodiversity Live Maps.
http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/

National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) Online data available on Natura 2000 sites:
incl. site synopsis and conservation objectives data.

NPWS (2011} Conservation Objectives Slaney River Vailey SAC 000781. Ver. 1, National
Parks & Wildlife Services, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht,
Dublin, Ireland.

NPWS (2019a) The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in ireland. Volume 1:
Summary Overview. Unpublished NPWS report. Edited by: Deirdre Lynn and
Fionnuala O’Neill.

NPWS (2019b) The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in freland. Volume 2:
Habitat Assessments. Unpublished NPWS report. Edited by: Deirdre Lynn and
Fionnuala O’Neill.

NPWS (2019c} The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland. Volume 3:
Species Assessments. Unpublished NPWS report. Edited by: Deirdre Lynn and
Fionnuala O’Neill.

OPR (2021) Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management, Practice
Note PNO1. Office of the Planning Regulator March 2021.

Ordinance Survey lreland (2023) Geohive online mapping:
https://asi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/.

Step 4. Screening Determination Statement

The assessment of significance of effects:
Describe how the proposed development (alone or in-combination) is/is not likely to have

significant effects on European site(s) in view of its conservation objectives.

In accordance with Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, Part XAB of the Planning and Development Acts (as
amended), and the relevant case law, this report has examined the details of the project in relation to Natura
2000 sites which are within the zone of impact of the project.

In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the site, in view of the conservation
objectives of the site and in view of best scientific knowledge, the Environment Section has ascertained that
the project, alone or in combination with other projects, will not adversely affect the integrity of the site
concerned.

Conclusion:
Tick as Recommendation:
Appropriate:
(i} It is clear that there is The proposal can be screened out:
no likelihood of significant Appropriate Assessment not required.
effects on a European site.
(i1} It is uncertain whether I:l Request further information to
the proposal will have a D complete screening
significant e:nffect ona D Request NIS
European site.
|:| Refuse planning permission
(iii} Significant effects are |:| E’ Request NIS
likely.
D Refuse Planning Permission
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Signature & Date of Signature: D. Lynch Date: 20/01/2025
Recommending Officer:
Signature & Date of Signature: /. i %' Date: / /
Decision Maker: ‘4 ¢ 0)""""/‘, Dos Zlfol{2025
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